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SPILL IT, TOWER/ WE SAW YOU I DON'T we 
OUTSIDE THE X-FACTOR COMPLEX. ‘ YOU A 
WHAT BUSINESS DO YOU HAVE EXPLANATIONS 
WITH THOSE MUTANT- HUNTING MY FRIEND... 
FIENDS? COULD IT BE THAT YOU'VE . 
TURNED AGAINST YOUR OWN KIND? 
g .ESPECIALLY WHEN THAT 
EXPLANATION WOULD REVEAL 
THAT X-FACTOR IS REALLYA 
C |) FRONT FOR OUR OPERATION TO 
PROTECT MUTANTKIND. 


HIM GET AWAY 
UNTIL HE 

ANSWERS SOME 
QUESTIONS! 


HOLY... THIS 
AIRPORT (S 
SWARMING 

WITH MUTIES ! 
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cANea ~ 


1'VE TAKEN 
YOU OUT 


O 


TO DO 


E GOT 
A'S CONNECT! 


i 


SSCA 


" f ~ wo ry 
MORE CUT-RATE 
AIRLINES FOR Me! SL 


ONE TELEKINETIC I'M STILL WAITING 
3 SHIELD COMING UP, FOR AN ANSWER 
. CycLops! 


YOU THYROXINE ~ 
IMBALANCED 
BUFFOON. 


NO STINKIN’ 
MUTIE'S GONNA 
SQUASH ME! 


BLAST I(T! L WAS AFRAID 
OF THIS! WE'LL 
CATCH HIM NOW! 


MOMENTS LATER, AS THE TEAM'S |_ 
LEADER PREDICTED -- 


THE DAMAGE 
YOU MUTIES 
HAVE DONE! 


OUGHTA CALL 
DEM X-FACTOR 
GUYS ON YA! 


THE MASTER 
ORDERED ME TO 
FOLLOW You AS A 
BACK-UP PRECAUTION 
{F YOU SUCCEEDED 
IN CAPTURING THE 
BOY! |T WOULD 
SEGM THAT IT 1S 
NOW MY TURN 
TO TRY! 


{T WASN'T MY 
FAULT, FRENZY! 
THOSE STINKIN’ 
FREAKS JUMPED 
ME WHILE I WAS 
CASIN' THE 
X-FACTOR BUILDING! 
THEY'VE BEEN AFTER 
ME SINCE I WORKED 
WITH MADOICKS. 
YOU COULDN'T A’ 
DONE ANY BETTER! 
L DON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHY THEY 
WAS THERE ! 


MEAN - 
WHILE INA 
SECLUDED 
PLACE OUT- 
SIDE OF THE 
TERMINAL-- 


{F I LAY LOW FER 

A BIT, MAYBE T'LL 

GET A SECONO 

SHOT AT SNATCHIN' 
THE... 


YOU ARE 
AN UTTER 
INCOMPETENT. 

I SHOULD 
HAVE KNOWN! 


YOU FAILED TO KIDNAP 
THE CHILD, AS THE 
MASTER INSTRUCTED! 
IT'S JUST AS L TOLD 
HIM-- NEVER SEND 
A“BOY"TO DOA 
WOMAN'S JOB ! 


FRENZY! 

WHAT ARE 

YOU DOIN’ 
HERE? 


TOWER. (T'S 
PITIFULLY 


THE BOY-- 
JUST AS 


I WILL ATTEND TO 
THIS MATTER-- 
PERSONALLY! YOU 
ARE TO REPORT 
TO THE MASTER, 
(MMEDIATELY! 


THAT MAKES 
(T_IMPERATIVE 
THAT I ACT 


QUICKLY! WE MUST 

GET TO HIM BE- 

FORE THOSE OTHER 
MUTANTS DO. 


ON MANHATTAN'S LOWER WEST SIDE SITS = 
THE HEADQUARTERS OF X-FACTOR. ; 


Sy SS 


--/7/§ MucH, | THIS JUNGLE GYM THAT WARREN HAD 
MUCH MORE. | INSTALLED |S PERFECT FOR HONING MY 
SIMIAN — LIKE SKILLS BACK TO 


PEAK EFFICIENCY ! 


I MUST VACATE 


JO THE OUTSIDE WORLD, /T 

8S THE CORPORATE HOME 

FOR A GROUP OF MUTANT- 

HUNTERS. BUT INSIDE (TS 
WALLS -- 


THE NEW,"OLD" BEAST IS 


ONE HUNDRED PERCENT FIT AND 
READY FOR ACTION ! 


BE AFFORDED 


OH MY! LOOK THE YOUNG 
AT THE Time! iw MUTANTS IN 
OUR CARE MUST 


[ THIS FACILITY 


EVERY OPPORTU- 


FOR THE N 

Muna iil NITY TO HONE 
ety Te THEY ARE TO 

I \ R 

Jo Beait BE INTEGRATED 
INTO THE OUT- 

SIDE WORLD 

PROPERLY. 


17'S... I'M-- SORRY FOR STARING. IT'S 
JUST THAT YOU LOOK SO-- DIFFERENT! 


EY AND I QUITE UNDERSTAND, SON! 


BUT IT'S Time \| BOBBY DRAKE WILL MUST SAY, I FEEL MY ApPeaR- 
FOR MY TRAIN- BE WORKING WITH YOU ANCE |S A DISTINCT (MPROVE- 


ING SESSION! YOU TODAY! I’M-- 


MENT! 


YEAH! IT MUST FEEL 
GREAT TO BE 
HUMAN AGAIN! 


BUT WE'RE WOT HUMANS, RUSTY--RE- 
GAROLESS OF APPEARANCES! DON'T 
FORGET THAT NONE OF US WILL EVER 
BE HUMAN! THAT'S WHY IT 1S SO 
IMPORTANT THAT YOU. LEARN TO CON- 
TROL YOUR POWERS --SO YOU CAN LIVE 
AMONG HUMANKIND WITHOUT GIVING 
THEM CAUSE TO FEAR! UNDERSTAND? 


POOR KID-- 
HE'S NOT 
ADJUSTING 


MOMENTS LATER, THE DESPONDENT YOUTH |i . S- 
ENTERS THE TRAINING AREA, WHERE -- ii wont Re aoa yoni, 
JEAN. 


WELL, MR. COLLINS, ARE YOU 
READY TO WORK ON THOSE 
PYROKINETIC SKILLS OF YOURS? 


I'M SURE YOU 
WON'T. BOBBY 15 
GOING TO BE YOUR 
OPPONENT THIS TIME. 
YOUR JOB {5 TO 0E- 

STROY HIS ICE BOLTS! 


AH..-SURE 
THING, MISS 
GREY! 


L DON'T NEED TO IMPRESS 
ON YOU HOW IMPORTANT THESE 
SESSIONS ARE, RUSTY! ONE DAY 
(T COULD MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH FOR 
YOU! UNDERSTAND 2 


HEADS UP, KID! & 
T'LL BE SPOTTING HERE COMES THE 
YOU TO DEFLECT ANY ICEMAN'S KILLER 
MISSILE, (F YOU GET POPSICLES! 
INTO TROUBLE! 
LET'S BEGIN! 


vr] 


IT'S MR. 

UES AND 

; HAT NEW MUTIE 
pee adc KID, ARTIE, THEY 

YOU'RE IN TOOK (N LAST WEEK! 
DANGER ! THEY SHOULDN'T BE 
y IN HERE! 


ALMOST INSTINCTIVELY, THE BOY REACTS, TURNING THE 
A(R AROUND HIM INTO A WALL OF INTENSE HEAT! 


HEY! THIS (5 EASY! 

SEE, MISS GREY-- I'M 

DOING IT! I'M DOING 
(TL 


oe r 


i 


i i, 


-- DEFLECT THE 
FIREBALL TELE- 
KINETICALLY / 


STARTLED, THE YOUNG MUTANT 
REACTS IMPLULSIVELY, 
THREATENING TO ENGULF THE 
ENTIRE ROOM IN FLAME-— 


SCOTT, ARE 
You TWO 


BOBBY! I'LL-- { 


DON'T WoRRY, i 


NO WORSE FOR 
THE WEAR ! THANKS, J 
JEANIE! 


“WHAT DO YOU CARE 
ABOUT WHAT.Z WANT 
-- ANY OF YOU% 


WE'RE ALL TRYING TO DO SOME- 
THING IMPORTANT HERE! HOW LONG 
DO YOU THINK YOU'D LAST IN THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD WITHOUT LEARN- 
ING TO CONTROL YOUR 
MUTANT ABILITIES 2 


JEAN, I THINK YOU 
OUGHT TO... 


NOW, DO YOU SEE WHAT I've 
BEEN TRYING TO TELL YOU 7 
YOU ALMOST KILLED THEM WITH 
YOUR CARELESSNESS! D0 you 
THINK THIS (5 ALL ONE BIG 

GAME? WELL, [T ISN'T, 

MISTER! 


af “yy I NEVER 
LET ME FINISH! ASKED FOR 


feud ee / THIS! SAVING 
POUND yon Logep. I MUTANTS 15 WHAT 
lie Jf YOURE DEDICATED 
UP BY THE HUMANs . TO--NOT ME! HAS 
1S Tine eee ANYONE HERE ASKED 
vou uke ME WHAT Z WANT? 

: DOES ANYONE HERE 

CARE ABOUT ME? 


DON'T BE BULL! YOU PUT THIS UGLY, LITTLE GUY IN MY 
FOOLISH, ROOM WITHOUT EVEN ASKING ME! ANO YOu 
RUSTY! OF ALL TREAT HIM LIKE HE'S NORMAL! WEZZ, 
COURSE, IF THAT'S WHAT BEING A MUTANT (5 -- 

I WANT NOTHING TO DO WITH IT! 


I’M NOT GOING TO SPEND THE REST 
OF MY LIFE, LOCKED UP IN THIS 

PLACE SURROUNDED BY FREAKS! 
L DON'T BELONG HERE! 


RUSTY COLLINS-- YOU 
COME BACK HERE, RIGHT--~ 


NO, JEAN! GIVE HIM 
SOME TIME/ YOU CAN'T 
PUSH HIM SO HARD! 


TI KNOW, BUT 
I'VE TOLD YOu 
BEFORE, WE'VE 
GOT TO BE 

PATIENT. 


MEANWHILE, IN THE AFTER A BRIEF 


LS 


AT THAT MOMENT, IN AW ANALYSIS WK 
LAB DOWN THE HALL <- 


OFFICE OF CAMERON O/SCUSSION ~- i 
HODGE, CHIEF ADMIN/- ; . 
STRATOR AND PUBLIC I SEE, I THINK L'O NOW HOLD STILL, ARTHUR. eee THE BOY NODS 
RELATIONS OFFICER BEST SEND AN INVESTI- I'M SIMPLY HOOKING YOU ’ AGREEINGLY. 


4OR X-FACTOR-- GATIVE TEAM UP TO 
p YOU TO CHECK THIS 
HELLO, MR. OUT! I'LL BE IN 
WOODLEY? CAM TOUCH. 
HODGE -- RETURN- 


UP TO THIS MACHINE, IN ey 
le@ ORDER TO SEE JUST HOW , 
mm, YOUR POWER WORKS ! 
: OKAY? 


I HOPE You'Re 
NOT TAKING TO Hi 
WHAT RUSTY SAID! HE 
DIDN'T MEAN (T, HE'S 
HAVING A DIFFICULT TIME 
DEALING WITH ALL OF 


HOw COULD. } ~- THIS, WE ALL 
FORGET MY OLD Fl 


HEAOMASTER AT 
ERREDEN BOYS 
SCHOOL? 


NOW, ARTHUR--I'D LIKE POOR KID! THIS MUST BE ALL SO EXCELLENT! THAT'S PROFESSOR 
YOU TO PICK SOMETHING ~) STRANGE FOR HIM. HE'S GONE MAVIER. HE WAS THE MAN WHO TOOK 
FROM MY MIND ANO PRO-~ THROUGH SO MUCH SINCE HIS US IN AND TAUGHT US HOW TO DEAL , 
JECT IT ON THE SCREEN FATHER WAS KILLED, * WITH OUR POWERS THE SAME WAY 
IN FRONT OF YOU! WE'RE TRYING TO HELP YOU. 
. ARE YOU READY3 / HE WAS A GOOD MAN. 
= 
Vy 7 


Y iG 
THE MUTE BOY'S LY: 
EYES BEGIN TO AND MAUTANTS COULD ONE DAY 
GLOW BRIGHTLY, A. “INE TOGETHER WITHOUT FEAR 
AN (MAGE BEGINS 6) OF PREJUDICE. THar's WHY WERE 
70 FORM REVEAL BL HERE, ARTIE...TO CARRY ON FOR | 
ING.» WAZA _ THE PRoFEssor. 


A SMILE STRETCHES ACROSS | SUDDENLY, THE IMAGE SHIFTS TO REVEAL I CAN'T ESCAPE I(T! NO ; 
THE FACE OF THE LITTLE SOMETHING FAR LESS PLEASANT / MATTER HOW HARD I TRY! 
MUTANT AS HE FEELS THE ‘ T- I'VE LOST HER FOREVER! 
WARMTH OF SCOTT'S WORDS AND JEAN--HOW CAN I 
FOR HIS DEPARTED MENTOR. |= TELL HER ABOUT MADDY? 
: ARTHUR --I'VE MADE 
. SUCH A MESS OUT 
OF MY LIFE! 


CONTACT! 
(IMMED{ATELY! 


R | i 


MEANWHILE, IN THE QUARTERS OF 

WARREN WORTHINGTON TIL, ENTREPRENEUR, 

SOCIALITE AND, AS THE ANGEL, FOUNDING 
MEMBER OF X-FACTOR (NC. 


JEAN, (T'S YOU! WHAT 
CAN LI 00 FOR YOu, 
GORGEOUS 7 


TO SOMEONE! (T'S ABOUT 
SCOTT, 


COME OW IN! AT \ 
THE VERY LEAST, 
I CAN LEND YOU 


HA! HA! HA! 
Y-Y'KNOW..-. 
HEH, HEH... 
YOu'RE RIGHT! 
HA! HAL HA! 


HA! HA! OF-OF 
COURSE I AM! 
HA! HA! THAT'S 
WHY WE LOVE 
HIM! HALHA! HA! 


WELL, IT SEEMS 
THAT A FEW OF 
YOUR BUSINESS 
HOLDINGS ARE 
DEMANDING SOME 
ATTENTION! THEY 
INSIST THAT SOME 
DECISIONS BE MADE! 
WHAT DO YOU WANT 
bh ME TO 00, HONEY? 


DON'T BE 
SILLY, LOVER! 


WHO LOVES YOU, 
REMEMBER? 


YOU'RE IN 
CHARGE NOW, HON. 
I TRUST You. 


Grid 
a - 
y 


-\/ SG 
4 
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EVER SINCE MY “RETURN,’ 
SCOTT HAS BEEN AVOIDING 
ME AND EVADING ANY 
QUESTIONS I ASK. WHAT- 
EVER HE'S HIDING, (T'S 
TEARING HIM UP INSIDE-- 

I CAN TELL! HIS 

HAS BEEN SO 

AND BROODING. 


WELL,,.DON'T TAKE 
OFFENSE, JEAN, BUT WHEN 
HAS SCOTT EVER WOT 

BEEN MOODY? 


<j 
pa “~ 


es 
NS 


THE ROOM 15 
fm S/LENT FOR A 
5 MOMENT, THEN-- 


++. THERE 1S SOMETHING I WANT TO 
SAY TO YOU BUT NOT ABOUT SCOTT. 
\T'S ABOUT HOW T FEEL FORY... 


I THINK-- 
YOU'D BETTER 
ANSWER IT, 
WARREN! 


y WARREN, YOU CAN'T IGNORE 
ALL YOUR OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES 
FOR X-FACTOR ! 


CANDY IS VERY CAPABLE! 
L'M NEEDED HERE, AT 
THE MOMENT AND... 


THIS (5 CAMERON 
HODGE! ALL X-FACTOR 
PERSONNEL REPORT FOR 
MISSION BRIEFING -- 
IMMEDLATELY! 


A FEW HOURS LATER A SLEEK 
PRIVATE PLANE TOUCHES DOWN 
AT BOSTON 'S LOGAN AIRPORT, 


WELL..,.ER... THAT'S WHAT MY STUDENTS 
HAVE CLAIMED! OF COURSE, I DION'T 
GIVE \T MUCH CREDENCE, AT THE TIME! 
YOU KNOW HOW CHILDREN ARE-- OVER- 
ACTIVE IMAGINATIONS AND ‘THE LIKE! 
MASTER DAVIS, THE BOY IN QUESTION, 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN A BIT OF A PROBLEM 

h STUDENT TO BEGIN WITH--A LONER, 

SO TO SPEAK. 


\F I MAY ASK, 
WHAT CONVINCED 
YOU THAT HIS 
ABILITIES WERE 
GENUINES 


FERREDEN SCHOOL IN THE 
SLEEPY COMMUNITY OF 
NEWTON, MASS. WHERE -- 


AH,. HEADMASTER 
WOODLEY? 


THE PEOPLE MR. HOOGE 
PROMISED TO SEND! 


THAT'S RIGHT, SIR! 
WE'RE X-FACTOR. WE 
UNDERSTAND YOU HAVE 
A SUSPECTED MUTANT 

ON THE PREMIS-- 


OUT HERE! 
PLEASE -- 

STEP INTO 
MY OFFICE! 


WELL,..THIS 15 RATHER... EMBAR- 
RASSING! MASTER DAVIS BEGAN... 
BLACKMAILING ME--IT SEEMS HE 
KNOWS OF A SLIGHT... AHEM... (N- 
DISCRETION WITH MY SECRETARY, 
MISS LOCKLIN! BELIEVE ME-- THERE 
(S$ NO WAY HE COULD HAVE KNOWN! 
(T'S NOT THE KIND OF SITUATION 
I WOULD WANT TO BRING THE 
AUTHORITIES IN ON! (T WOULD 
RUIN ME PROFESSIONALLY. 


THANK YOU FoR N 
COMING. I TRUST 
MR, HODGE HAS 
FILLED YOU IN ON 
OUR PREDICAMENT) & 


HE \NFORMED 
US THAT YOUR 
STUDENTS HAVE 
BEEN TERRORIZED 
BY A LAD WHO 
CLAIMS TO BE A 
MUTANT TELEPATH ! 


| MOMENTS LATER -- 
— 


a 


GOING TO BE 

DANGEROUS? 

PERHAPS T 
SHOULD -- 4 


WORRY, SIR! 
WE'VE BEEN 
TRAINED TO 
DEAL WITH 
MATTERS 
LIKE THIS. 


GET THEM OUTTA HERE! L KNOW WHAT YOU'RE 

TRYIN! TO DO! I'M NOT GONNA LET THEM TAKE 

ME AWAY! YOU'LL BE SORRY, MR. SKINHEAD! RE- 
MEMBER--I CAN READ YOUR MINDS WITH 

MY MUTANT POWERS! 


OH... MY! 
HOW 010 HE 


KNOW ABOUT 
YOU? 


THIS KID 1S NO 

MUTANT! OTHERWISE, 

HE'D KNOW WHO WE 

REALLY ARE AND BLOW 
OUR COVER! 


THAT'S NOT THE STORY 

AROUND HERE, MARTIN! 
TM SORRY, BUT WE MUST 

MAKE SURE YOU DON'T 
ABUSE ANYONE AGAIN! 


OH... PLEASE 
DON'T TAKE ME 
AWAY! I DION'T 
MEAN ANY HARM! 
HONEST! (T WAS 

JUST A JOKE! 


WAIT! L'LL SHOW YA-- LOOK! 
I REALLY LIKE ELECTRONICS, 
Y'KNOW 2 MAY PARENTS SENT 
ME A 00-\T-YOURSELF KIT 
FOR MY BIRTHDAY ! 


COME WITH US, MUTANT! 
WE HAVE METHODS FOR 
DEALING WITH YOUR KIND! 


I HATE TO : ¥ . A] 
HATE TO DO THIS, BUT I THINK WE'RE Q YOU'RE 
THOSE GuYs \ 


GOING TO HAVE TO SCARE THE BETEESU 
TOF THIS KID TO GET AT THE TRUTH! 
TRIE USI TOLGET AT THE URUTH af ONT oXc FACTOR! 


PLEASE DON'T 

HURT ME! TIM 

NOT A MUTANT-- 
REALLY! 


SURE, SURE! I'M 
NO TELEPATH ! 
NONE OF THE OTHER 
KIDS LIKE ME { THEY'RE 
ALWAYS P-PICKIN' ON 
Me! L WANTED TO 
GET 'EM BACK 
THAT'S ALL. 


THAT DOESN'T \ 
EXPLAIN HOW YOU -- 


S0--I SNEAKED AROUND 
THIS SCHOOL, PLANTIN' 
THESE BUGS IN EVERY- 
ONE'S ROOM! THAT'S 
HOW I KNOW ALL THAT 
STUFF ABOUT ALL OF'EM! 


YOU GOTTA 
BELIEVE ME -- 
I'M NOT A MUTANT! 


THE POOR BOY. I WANT TO REACH 
OUT AND COMFORT HIM. HE'S SO 
LONELY AND HURT, HOW CAN PEOPLE 
BE SO THOUGHTLESS...SO CRUEL? 


O 
BUT... DIDN'T A CERTAIN BOY NAMED 
RUSTY HAVE THE SAME COMPLAINTS 

ABOUT ME 2 HAVE I BEEN AS COLD 
AND UNFEELING TO HIM AS MARTIN'S 
TEACHERS WERE? I'VE TRIED TO TRAIN 
HIM TO USE HIS POWERS...BUT HAVE 
I BOTHERED TO TEACH HIM WHY 


THEY'D CALL YOU 
GUYS! I WAS SO 
SCA 


I HATE IT HERE! MY PARENTS 
STUCK ME IN THIS PLACE WITHOUT 
EVEN ASKIN’ ME! I OON'T LIKE THE 
SAME STUFF THAT THE OTHER KIDS 
LIKE! THEY MAKE FUN OF ME--ALL 
THE TIME! CALL ME WEIRO! MY 
PARENTS KEEP TELLIN' MG I 
GOTTA MAKE THE GRADES -- 
THEY'VE GOT MY W-WHOLE 
LIFE PLANNED OUT 

FOR ME! 


MARTIN, I BELIEVE YOu! YOu'RE NOT 
A MUTANT! BUT WHAT YOU DID WAS 

A BAD THING! WE'LL HAVE TO INFORM 
THE HEADMASTER... BUT WE'LL WORK 
THINGS OUT, WE'LL TALK ABOUT YOUR 
PROBLEM.,, .\T'LL WORK OUT, PROMISE, 


OH, NO, NO, no! 
DON'T EVER THINK 


N- NOBODY... 
EVER ASKED ME 
WHAT I WANT!I-T 
DON'T BELONG 
HERE! 


BUT TELL ME WHY O10 
YOU TELL EVERYONE 
YOU WERE A MUTANT? 


AFRAID OF ‘EM! IT 
MADE ME SCARY TO 

ALL THE JERKS 
AROUND HERE! 


WHAT HAVE WE DONE? THIS 
CHILO (5 TERRIFIED OF 
US. L NEVER WANTED THAT. 

I WANTED TO HELP OTHER 
MUTANTS. I THOUGHT THE 
X-FACTOR COVER WOULD 
WORK FOR US, BUT WHAT IF 
L WAS WRONG? 


I THOUGHT THAT IF 

THE ORIGINAL X-MEN 

TEAMED UP AGAIN TO 
CARRY ON THE PRO- 


MARTIN'S TEARS... 

I HAVE TO WONDER 

IS THIS THE WAY? 
Is IT? 


BACK AT THE X-FACTOR FACILITY, JEAN 
GREY'S QUESTION !§ ABOUT TO BE 
ANSWERED... 


BUT BEFORE RUSTY COLLINS CAN 
SL(P AWAY, ARTHUR MADDICKS 
OBSERVES H/M/ 


FACE, 


NOW'S My CHANCE! WHILE 
THOSE GUYS ARE GONE--I'LL JUST SNEAK 
OUT OF HERE AND HITCH A RIDE BACK TO 
OWA! UNCLE GEORGE WILL HIDE ME ON 


THE FARM! 


--BUT I DON'T/IMNO |45 7HEDOOR AND WHEN CONTACT /$ MADE, 

FREAKIN’ MUTIE! S'LONG, | SLAMS, ARTHURS =| ARTHUR 1S OVERWHELMED BY 

BALDIE. DON'T BOTHER J 4UGE EYES BEGIN, | AN Atl ENCOMPASSING DARK- 
TO WRITE. 44 TO FILL WITH TEARS.| NESS. HE FEELS RUSTYS FEAR 
- Za AND HIS TERROR. 


S7/LL,HE REACHES 
OUT, SCANNING FOR 
RUSTY'S MIND, HE 
SEEKS TO UNDER- 
A STAND THE OLDER 
B0Y'S BITTERNESS 
AND ANGER, 


ANO MORE, HE UNDERSTANDS. (71S RUSTYS WITH THAT, ARTHUR 
| FEAR OF HIS OWN POWERS THAT HAS DRIVEN BREAKS CONTACT, 
ANDO THE DRAINING 
EMOTIONAL BOND 
FADES. 


--SCAN UPTOHIS ROOMMATES EVES, AN 
EXPRESSION OF PUZZLEMENT LEON A/S 


DON'T LOOK 
AT ME LIKE THAT! I 

KNOW WHAT I’M DOING, 
MISFIT! YOU STAY HERE, 
(F YOU WANT, YOUR 
KIND BELONGS IN A 
PLACE LIKE THIS-- 


KNOWS WHAT HE MUST DO. 


AN HOUR OR SO LATER, ON 
THE RUN- DOWN SECTION OF 
MANHATTAN'S LOWER EAST 


SURE, THOSE GUYS HELPED ME OUT 
OF A REAL JAM WHEN I WAS 
STATIONED IN SAN DIEGO, BUT 
THEY DION'T DO IT FOR ANYONE 
BUT THEMSELVES ! THEY WERE 
AFRAID L'D GIVE MUTANTS A 
BAD NAME-- AS IF tT COULDN'T 
BE ANY WORSE WITHOUT 
My HELP! 


/ MAYBE--THIS WASN'T SUCH A GOOD 
IDEA, I OON'T EVEN KNOW HOW TO 
GET OUT OF THIS TOWN. MAYBE 1 
SHOULD GO BACK AND-- 


BESIDE... L DON’T THINK I COULD 
HANDLE THE LOOK IN JEAN GREY'S 
EYES WHEN SHE FOUND OUT 
WHAT I'VE DONE! 


--NO! DON'T WIMP OUT, COLLINS ! 
THOSE GUYS DON'T CARE ABOUT 
ANYTHING EXCEPT THEIR PRECIOUS 
UMISSION!! THEY'D JUST RIDE ME 
TWICE AS HARD AS BEFORE ! 


I TRIED SO HARO 
TO PLEASE HER! SHE'S 
S0--BEAUTIFUL ! BUT TLL 
NEVER BE MORE THAN A 
“TEST SUBJECT” TO HER. 


OL' CHILLY DOG 


SAY, JiIM-- WHY 
DON/TCHA SHOW 

B-BEG YOuR 
MW. PARDON, SIRZ 


~ 
BUT I DON'T DON'T YANK ME, BABY! 
HAVE ANY ey 
MOney! J " 2 : 
ea NG HERE: 

a < ¥ 
‘5 wee, 

> a : 


“y 


HUMANS CAN BE SUCH ——__— 

LS! DON'T YOU HOW DO YOU KNOW Me? JF | 
eae ricoumes WHO ARE YOU, LADY? fF 
PC You MAY CALL ME--FRENZY.) 
wuart Do You) = Se 
AK WANT? a, 


I'VE BEEN FOLLOWING YOU EVER 
SINCE YOU LEFT X-FACTOR'S HEAD- 
QUARTERS! I WAS PREPARING TO 
RESCUE YOU FROM THE FACILITY 
WHEN I SAW YOU GET AWAY! T 
WONDER HOW DID YOU ESCAPE 
FROM THE CLUTCHES OF THOSE 
MUTANT HUNTERS? I ADMIT I AM 
MOST INTRIGUED. 


I FOUND A 
WAY! BUT-- 


I WANT OUTTA HERE! MAYBE IF 
I TOLD HER THE TRUTH ABOUT 
X-FACTOR SHE'LL GO TO THEM 
FOR THE/R WONDERFUL TALENT... 
BUT... BUT THERE'S SOMETHING 
ABOUT HER THAT GIVES ME 
THE CREEPS. 
SORRY, 
MIS9! I'VE HAD 
\T WITH EVERY- 
THING! MUTANTS 
OR MUTANT- 
HUNTERS --I 
DON'T CARE! 
THANKS ANYWAY 
BUT COUNT ME 
out! 


-- HOW DID You : 

KNOW ABOUT lil 

ME, FRENZY 2 L 

THERE WERE ALOTNY 
OF NEWS WRITE-UPS 

IN THE SAN D1EGO PAPERS! 

MY EMPLOYER THOUGHT 

{T WOULD BE TO HIS 

ADVANTAGE If YOU WERE 
IN MORE "SYMPATHETIC! 

ani el BE 


IC COSC Oe 


RUSTY, PERHAPS 
I DIDN'T MAKE MY 
INTENTIONS CLEAR? 


I HEARD 

ENOUGH, LADY! 
SEE YOU 
AROUND! 


I'VE COME TO TAKE YOU BACK 
WITH ME! WE WILL TEACH YOU TO 
USE YOUR WONDERFUL TALENTS, 
SO YOU MAY JOIN US (N OUR 
ENDEAVORS ! 


I DON'T 
THINK SO. 
I NEVER SAID 
YOU HAD A 

CHOICE, DEAR 


HEY! WHAT 
DO YOU THINK 
YOU'RE DOING?! 


C- CAN'T 
BREATHE-- 
B- BLACKING 
OUT! M-MUST 

RELEASE -- f 


BUT, (T DOES OCCUR TO ME THAT 
YOU MIGHT BE LESS THAN Co- 
OPERATIVE ! YOU WILL FORGIVE 
ME, IF I RENDER YOU 
UNCONSCIOUS ! 


fi 
KIONAPING You! 
I THOUGHT THAT 
WOULD BE 
DEPRESSINGLY 
oBpuious! 


H-HER.., 
STRENGTH! 
(T'S UNBELIEV- 

Aste! _f% 


I OON'T GET IT! 

Y-YOU'RE NOT 

EVEN SINGED! 
HOW--? 


BOY/ I'M THROUG 
\TOYING WITH YOU! 


I BELIEVE SENN 


NEED A LESSON IN 
RESPECT, YOUNG 
MUTANT! REMEMBER 
THIS -- WHEN YOU 
~ AWAKEN! 


BACK AT THE SO, MR- SUMMERS, GLAD TO HEAR IT! 


X-FACTOR HOW DID IT GO? YOU CAN BRIEF ME -- WHY ARE 
COMPLEX-- a ON WHAT TRANS- YOU DRESSED 
PIRED AT THE -- LIKE THAT? 


(IT TURNED OUT 
TO BE A FALSE 
ALARM, CAMERON 
BUT WE REMEDIED 
THE SITUATION, 
NONETHELESS ! 


HEY-- THAT'S 

MY APPAREL 

YOU'RE ABSCOND- 

ING WITH, YOUNG 
AN! 


WAIT A 
MINUTE, 
HANK. LOOK 
AT HIM. HE'S 
FRANTIC! 


NW WHAT (5 17, 
ARTHURZ 


HE CAN'T HAVE GOTTEN FAR- 

EVERYONE, INTO COMBAT GEAR, 

HUSTLE! THERE'S NOT A MOMENT 
» TO LO 


; HEY, LOOK, ARTIE! YOU DONE GOOD-- 
SE! , BUT IT'LL BE TOO DANGEROUS FOR 


TO ANSWER MARVEL GIRL'S QUERY, THE BOY USES HIS 
MUTANT POWER TO PROJECT A MENTAL /MAGE..- 
GOOD LORD! IT'S 


RUSTY! HE'S IN DANGER! 


THAT'S WHAT 
ARTIE'S TRYING 


/ A "BUT WHO 
. Ee 


ATTACKING 
HIM? 


THE YOUNG MUTANT RELUCTANTLY 
ACCEPTS. A MINUTE LATER, HE 

WATCHES AS THE GROUP DEPARTS 
ON THEIR DESPERATE MISS/ON/ 


YOU OUT THERE. DON'T WORRY, 
WE'LL GET HIM BACK, YOU'LL SEE! 


THE GROUP SCRAMBLES, WITH THE EX- 
CEPTION OF YOUNG ARTHUR, WHO 
STANDS H/S GROUND! 


THERE'S 
NOTHING WE 


GOTTA GET 
AWAY ! CAN'T 
LET HER TAKE 
ME WITH HER? 


THAT'S 
FAR ENOUGH, 
i Boy, I' 
THROUGH 
TOYING WITH 
YOu! 


YOUR POWERS ARE 


Pel psig ON le YOU HEARD THE LAD, MY AMAZONIAN ANTAGONIST! 


DON'T FORCE ME TO YOU SHOULD ACQUIESCE TO HIS REQUEST! 
INJURE YOu, RUSTY XQ S 


a 
1 £ 


PLEASE -- 
LEAVE ME ALONE! 


YOU'RE THE 
MUTANTS -- FROM 
THE AIRPORT! YOu 
WON'T FIND FRENZY 


ay 
DON'T WORRY, 
CYCLOPS! I HAVE 
THE BEAST! 


THE NO! THE BOY IS MINE! I MUST 
Amy FULFILL MY_MI(SSION ANO NO ONE 
WILL STANO IN MY WAY! EVEN (F 
I MUST BURY YOU ALL UNDER EASIER 


THIS DECAYED TENEMENT / SAID THAN bee 
; - DONE, LADY!! Jag 


ANGEL-- Zt 
MARVEL GIRL! 


MANEUVER 
THREE-- NOW! 


WITH LIGHTNING 
SWIETNESS, THE 


HOLO HER! 
RUN, RUSTY! 


/; 


k Yj/ Aly (\h ANY 
pete 


ss 


GOTCHA, 
CYKE! STAND 
CLEAR, GANG! 


--COVER MW 
ESCAPE!! 


AS THE DUST CLEARS -- 
THANK GOODNESS I WAS 
ABLE TO SHIELD US 

IN TIME! 


THEY'RE 
MUCH TOO 4] 


THE POWERFUL FOR 
Y, = ME TO DEFEAT 
Hi sonar! 
= INTO THEIR 


CLUTCHES | 


THE DUST AND 
DEBRIS SHOULD DELAY 
THEM MOMENTARILY ! 
THE NEXT TIME WE 
MEET, THE BOY WILL 
BE MINE ANE 


" == WE SHALL 


DESTROY THEM 
UTTERLY! 


ae L . 
ae gm 


SUE WORK FOR? 


/’ i 7 7 

ig a 7 
LET'S GET OUT OF HERE! C'MON, RUSTY! 
HOPEFULLY OUR RUSE WORKED LET'S GO HOME, 
AND SHE WILL BELIEVE THAT RUSTY ff OKAY? I'M TOO 
WAS KIDNAPED FROM X-FACTOR BY CONFUSED To 

A BAND OF MUTANTS. I JUST ; SAY NO. 
WONDER -- WHO DOES 
\ 


‘Wal 


SOMETIME LATER... 


LOOK, RUSTY-- RUNNING 


AWAY WAS NOT THE ANSWER! y 


NO! No! you 
J DON'T KNOW HOW 
I FEEL! YOU'RE ALL 
COMFORTABLE ABOUT 
WHO YOU ARE! ABOUT 
WHAT YOU ARE! I'M 
NOT! L DOW'T 
WANT (T! 


mil 


--A FREAK? -- SO AML! I'VE MESSED UP TOO! T 
THAT'S WHAT  AAVE PUSHED YOU TOO HARD-- TRYING 
YOU CALLED TO GET YOU TO FULFILL THINGS IN ME! 
US, (SN'T [T? I'VE BEEN SO CONCERNED WITH MY 
WELL,RUSTY-- OWN PERSONAL PROBLEMS AND OUR 
YOU'RE WRONG!, COMMITMENT TO X-FACTOR THAT I'VE 
AND-- A. FORGOTTEN THAT YOU'RE MORE 


pia THAN A FELLOW MUTANT ! 


YOU'RE A PERSON, 

RUSTY COLLINS! A 
VERY GOOD PERSON 
THAT I'M PROUD TO 
aaa 
TO BE LEFT ALONE! \ | t HAVENT TOL 

a CANT CUT TE THAT BEFORE. 


ANYWAY! I ONLY : 
KEEP MESSIN’ UP 
AND YOU ALL JUST 
KEEP RIDING Me! 
NONE OF YOU CARE 
ABOUT WHAT L 
WANT! I-T... 
DON'T WANT 
TO BE A-A-- 


I JUST WANT 


TODAY, YOU 
I OWE YOU AN APOLOGY EXPERIENCED 
AS WELL! \T WAS THOUGHT- ONE OF THE 


DANGERS YOU AND 
I FACE EVERY DAY-- 
THE FU/L MUTANTS THAT 
ROAM AT LARGE. THEY 
POSE A THREAT, NOT 
ONLY TO YOU, BUT TO 
EVERY SOUL LIVING 
ON THE PLANET! 


LESS OF ME TO ENTER THE 
TRAINING AREA DURING 
YOUR EXERCISES! IT WASN'T 
YOUR FAULT! I'M TO BLAME 
FOR DISRUPTING THE SESSION! 
BUT LET ME EXPLAIN SOME- 
THING TO YOU ABOUT 

ALLOF US, SON! 


AND THAT'S WHY WE'RE TOGETHER 
NOW. MY MISTAKE IS THAT IL FOR- 
GOT THE PROFESSOR'S MOST 


VALUABLE LESSON ! 


WHEN WE WERE YOUNGER Y THESE POWERFUL BEINGS 
THAN YOU, We WERE BANDED WOULD STOP AT NOTHING 
TOGETHER AND TRAINED TO FURTHER THEIR GOAL 
BY OUR MENTOR, PROFESSOR OF DOMINATION OVER ALL 
XAVIER, TO GOMBAT THE MANKIND! YOU SEE, RUSTY 
MENACE OF THE GROWING --EVEN IF YOU WERE 
POPULATION OF EVIL “NORMAL! YOU'D NEVER 
MUTANTS ! BE SAFE! THATS WHY WE 
WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER 
BY PROFESSOR X / 


W-WHAT'S 
THAT, JEAN? 


HE TAUGHT 
US TO CARE 
FOR EACH OTHER 
--AS PEOPLE 
FIRST! 


THAT'S THE MOST (MPORTANT 
LESSON OF ALL! HUMAN OR MUTANT 
--NO MATTER HOW MANY MIS- 

TAKES WE MAKE ALONG THE WAY-- 
WE MUST LEARN TO CARE FOR 
ONE ANOTHER! 


ABOUT (T? 
LET'S START 
OVER AGAIN 
AND THIS TIME 
WE'LL TRULY 


W-WELL,.. ALL 
RIGHT! AFTER ALL, 
I DO OWE YOU A 
LOT! YOU HAVE 

SAVED ME TWICE. 


I SUPPOSE IF THESE GUYS CAN OWN 
UP TO THEIR MISTAKES -- SO CAN I! 
I OWE YOU MY LIFE. IT OWE YOU AN 
APOLOGY, AS WELL! I WAS WRONG 
TO SAY ALL THOSE TERRIBLE THINGS 
TO YOU BEFORE! AFTER ALL-- 


-- YOU ANDO I ARE IN THIS 
TOGETHER, AREN'T WE? 


ACTUALLY, THIS 
TIME I THINK YOU 
OWE THANKS TO 
THIS LITTLE FELLOW! 
(F HE HAONIT ES- 
TABLISHED A MENTAL 
LINK WITH YOU, WE 
NEVER WOULD HAVE 
FOUND YOU ANO 
HEAVEN KNOWS 
WHERE YOU'D BE 
RIGHT NOW! 
“fie 


AT THE DWARFED FIGURE. AM 
MENT OF HESITATION PASSES AS HE GATHERS HIS 
THOUGHTS / THEN -- 


OW MANHATTAN'S LoweR| |f -- 1 MUST ANSWER FOR MY FRENZY-- THIS 1S 
WEST SIDE, A LONE FIG- FAILURE TO CAPTURE THE TIME SHADOW ! 
GRE KEEPS VIG/L OVER hk COLLINS BOY! EVEN IF THOSE 
THE STRUCTURE THAT (5 » MYSTERIOUS MUTANTS SUCCEEDED ‘ 
X-FACTOR, (NC. YES, YES! 
WHAT QO YOU 
WANT, FOOL? 
THEY, TOO, HAVE CAUSE 
TO FEAR! YOUR TIME HAS 
ALMOST EXPIRED. 
YOU ARE TO RETURN 
TO THE MASTER 
IMMEDIATELY! ABAN- 
DON YOUR MISSION 
AND REPORT BEFORE 
THE SYMPTOMS 
BEGIN! YOU KNOW 
WHAT COULD HAPPEN 
WAS. YOUR MISSION 
SUCCESSFUL? 


TO DISCOV: iE 
ANSWER! IN THE ( 
MEANTIME -—_ Jao 
a) 


INFORM THE MASTER I--WE--ARE ALL HELD IN THE 
THAT I SHALL BE BACK SWAY OF THE “SOURCE”! THE 
LONG BEFORE WITHDRAWAL MASTER WAS WISE TO INSURE 
BEGINS! AS FOR MY MISSION, THAT NONE OF US COULD EXIST 
T WILL REPORT TO THE MASTER: ; WITHOUT IT. BUT (IF ALL GOES 
--ONLY! FRENZY--OUT! . WELL,SOON, T WILL NOT NEED 
THE “SOURCE ANYMORE! WHEN 
THAT DAY COMES -- 


IN THE 

HEAT OF 
BATTLE, 
I NEARLY 
FORGOT! 


NEXT ISSWE- 


